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Learning Outcomes

Comprehend and Respond (Strategies and Skills)
It is expected that students will develop repertoires of skills and strategies to use as they anticipate, predict, and confirm meaning while reading, viewing, and listening. 

Grade 8 

It is expected that students will: 

· describe and assess the strategies they use for reading, viewing, and listening for various purposes 

· use various strategies to cope with difficult or dense communications 

· use a variety of resources to obtain background information 

· identify and interpret the effect of literary techniques and figures of speech including foreshadowing, metaphor, alliteration, simile, and onomatopoeia

Materials: Paper, word processor, Romeo and Juliet literature, 3 handouts (KWL handout and newspaper outline handout, assessment handout)

Grade Level: 8

Grouping: 3 or 4 students

Activity Time: 6-8 class periods
Lesson Body

Lesson Introduction:


Hook


-Have students brainstorm the many different sections that are featured in a newspaper

-Then, explain to them that they will be creating their very own newspaper based on the play “Romeo and Juliet”

Introduction of lesson objective

· Explain to students that when people read, they do not always understand what they have read. 

· We will learn a comprehension strategy, a way to help us understand, called KWL.
· KWL will be used before reading Act 1 Scene 1, 1:3, 2:1, 2:4, 3:1, 3:3, 4:1, 4:4, 5:1, 5:3.  In groups, students will share what they have learned to the rest of the class.

Newspaper Assignment Guidelines:

· explain to them that their newspaper title and all that the paper contains must be about the storyline. 

· Students may use other sources to gather ideas/facts/information (ie. Library, internet, etc)

· each group of 3 or 4 is too designate sections of the newspaper to each individual so that the work load is equal

· students must complete handout on newspaper outline

· give these as examples of the titles and articles that students have used in the past:

· Title: The Verona Times
· Articles: 
1. A feature story about Romeo and others who crashed the Capulet party (where Romeo first meets Juliet)

2. A wedding announcement for Paris and Juliet
3. An advice column where Juliet writes in for advice about her forbidden love for Romeo
4. An obituary that includes all characters who die in the play
5. Classified ads that are advertising things that are in the story
such as: Romeo's dagger, the apothecary's poison, Friar Lawrence's herbs, etc.
6. A comic strip
7. A crossword puzzle using the characters' names

Students write their articles out, type a good copy, and cut and paste their work into newspaper format.  For low ability students I will make sure that they complete the easier section of the newspaper (ie. obituaries, crossword, title), for middle I would have them complete a more difficult section (ie. advice column, classifieds), and for high ability group I would have them work on the most difficult section of the newspaper (ie. feature story, comic strip, etc)
Activating and assessing background knowledge/schema

- The goal for this portion of the lesson is that students will understand how    to utilize the KWL comprehension strategy. 

- Students will utilize the KWL comprehension strategy when they read to help them understand what they have read. 

Procedures: 
A. KWL means:  K=what we know, W=what we want to know, and L=what you have learned. 

B. Here are the steps:  (refer to handout)

1. List what you know about the topic. 

2. List what you want to know about the topic. 

3. Read the assigned passage. 

4. List what you have learned. 

Instruction of New Skill


I will model with a piece of Romeo and Juliet text.

A. I will list on the board what I know about the text or chapter.

B. I list in another column what I want to find out about the text or chapter. 

C. I read out loud 2 pages of the text to the class. 

D. I list in a 3rd column what I have learned from the 2 pages.

Guided Practice

A. I read another short piece of Romeo and Juliet text. 

B. I list student responses to the piece of text that was read using the KWL comprehension strategy.  I record student responses on the board. 

C. I have students complete and share the Learned part of their KWL Chart. 

Assessment
Students will record the KWL responses in their reading journals.  I will check the journals for understanding of what they have read and to see if they have utilized the KWL comprehension strategy correctly.  Newspaper assignment evaluation will be as follows:


-Individuals will evaluate their own work as well as other groups.


-Students asked to mark out of 5 points based on criteria.(see assessment tool sheets)


-I will give mark out of 10 points based on peer grading as well as my own.

An Introduction to Shakespeare – Romeo and Juliet

KWL Chart
 

Directions:

Individually, fill in what you know and want to know about Romeo and Juliet in the chart below.  This strategy will also be used for before reading specified acts.  What you learned will be completed after you have read the act.
 
 
 
	 

KNOW
	 

WANT TO KNOW
	 

LEARNED

 

	I already know that…
	By the end of class, I want to know…
	Today, I have learned that…

	 
 
	 


	


Excerpt from  Act 5, Scene 3

ROMEO 
Give me that mattock and the wrenching iron.
Hold, take this letter; early in the morning
See thou deliver it to my lord and father.
Give me the light: upon thy life, I charge thee,
Whate'er thou hear'st or seest, stand all aloof,
And do not interrupt me in my course.
Why I descend into this bed of death,
Is partly to behold my lady's face;
But chiefly to take thence from her dead finger
A precious ring, a ring that I must use
In dear employment: therefore hence, be gone:
But if thou, jealous, dost return to pry
In what I further shall intend to do,
By heaven, I will tear thee joint by joint
And strew this hungry churchyard with thy limbs:
The time and my intents are savage-wild,
More fierce and more inexorable far
Than empty tigers or the roaring sea.

BALTHASAR 

I will be gone, sir, and not trouble you.

ROMEO 

So shalt thou show me friendship. Take thou that:
Live, and be prosperous: and farewell, good fellow.

BALTHASAR 

[Aside] For all this same, I'll hide me hereabout:
His looks I fear, and his intents I doubt.

Retires
ROMEO 

Thou detestable maw, thou womb of death,
Gorged with the dearest morsel of the earth,
Thus I enforce thy rotten jaws to open,
And, in despite, I'll cram thee with more food!

Opens the tomb
PARIS 

This is that banish'd haughty Montague,
That murder'd my love's cousin, with which grief,
It is supposed, the fair creature died;
And here is come to do some villanous shame
To the dead bodies: I will apprehend him.

Comes forward
Stop thy unhallow'd toil, vile Montague!
Can vengeance be pursued further than death?
Condemned villain, I do apprehend thee:
Obey, and go with me; for thou must die.

ROMEO 

I must indeed; and therefore came I hither.
Good gentle youth, tempt not a desperate man;
Fly hence, and leave me: think upon these gone;
Let them affright thee. I beseech thee, youth,
Put not another sin upon my head,
By urging me to fury: O, be gone!
By heaven, I love thee better than myself;
For I come hither arm'd against myself:
Stay not, be gone; live, and hereafter say,
A madman's mercy bade thee run away.

PARIS 

I do defy thy conjurations,
And apprehend thee for a felon here.

ROMEO 

Wilt thou provoke me? then have at thee, boy!

They fight
PAGE 

O Lord, they fight! I will go call the watch.

Exit
PARIS 

O, I am slain!

Falls
If thou be merciful,
Open the tomb, lay me with Juliet.

Dies
ROMEO 

In faith, I will. Let me peruse this face.
Mercutio's kinsman, noble County Paris!
What said my man, when my betossed soul
Did not attend him as we rode? I think
He told me Paris should have married Juliet:
Said he not so? or did I dream it so?
Or am I mad, hearing him talk of Juliet,
To think it was so? O, give me thy hand,
One writ with me in sour misfortune's book!
I'll bury thee in a triumphant grave;
A grave? O no! a lantern, slaughter'd youth,
For here lies Juliet, and her beauty makes
This vault a feasting presence full of light.
Death, lie thou there, by a dead man interr'd.

Laying PARIS in the tomb
How oft when men are at the point of death
Have they been merry! which their keepers call
A lightning before death: O, how may I
Call this a lightning? O my love! my wife!
Death, that hath suck'd the honey of thy breath,
Hath had no power yet upon thy beauty:
Thou art not conquer'd; beauty's ensign yet
Is crimson in thy lips and in thy cheeks,
And death's pale flag is not advanced there.
Tybalt, liest thou there in thy bloody sheet?
O, what more favour can I do to thee,
Than with that hand that cut thy youth in twain
To sunder his that was thine enemy?
Forgive me, cousin! Ah, dear Juliet,
Why art thou yet so fair? shall I believe
That unsubstantial death is amorous,
And that the lean abhorred monster keeps
Thee here in dark to be his paramour?
For fear of that, I still will stay with thee;
And never from this palace of dim night
Depart again: here, here will I remain
With worms that are thy chamber-maids; O, here
Will I set up my everlasting rest,
And shake the yoke of inauspicious stars
From this world-wearied flesh. Eyes, look your last!
Arms, take your last embrace! and, lips, O you
The doors of breath, seal with a righteous kiss
A dateless bargain to engrossing death!
Come, bitter conduct, come, unsavoury guide!
Thou desperate pilot, now at once run on
The dashing rocks thy sea-sick weary bark!
Here's to my love!

Drinks
O true apothecary!
Thy drugs are quick. Thus with a kiss I die.

Dies
Enter, at the other end of the churchyard, FRIAR LAURENCE, with a lantern, crow, and spade

Assessment Tool:

Personal individual evaluation of classmates within group.

Marking Criteria 1-5 Scale:

1 -  No effort
Not acceptable. Classmate did not finish their portion of the assignment nor did they communicate with the group very much at all.  Behaviour problems.

2 -  Non-satisfactory
Acceptable but not much effort was given.  Work was complete.  Student was somewhat involved.  Had to be reminded of the tasks they needed to complete.  Sometimes had to be asked to stay on task.

3 – Satisfactory
Had some input into what we were doing.  Had completed their work on time.  Stayed on task.  Showed some interest in the project.

4 – Good
Quality of their work was very good.  Had some good suggestions to add to the group.  Communicated with the group often.  Made sure everyone was on task.

5 – Excellent
Had some very creative ideas that were shared with the group.  Made sure everyone agreed with the ideas.  Offered help to others.  Made sure group stayed organized.

Evaluation of other group’s newspaper

Marking Criteria 1-3 Scale:

1 -  Satisfactory
Some sections of a newspaper missing.  Not that well organized.  Adequate number of articles and illustrations.

2 -  Good
Some very thoughtful articles and some good illustrations.  Demonstrates good understanding of play within newspaper format.       

3 – Excellent
Newspaper was very thorough and creative.  Lots of great articles and ideas directly related to the play.  Good illustrations based on literature of text.  Covered a lot of what is in a newspaper.  Organized and eye-catching.

Romeo and Juliet Newspaper Outline

Instructions:  After discussing your ideas with the group, give a brief description of your

ideas for the newspaper.  This will give you the opportunity to get help as well as fine tune some of your ideas from myself.  You will also receive a mark out five on this.  Make sure names are on handout.

Title:                                                                                                                                        

Section




Description of Idea




























