The Adventures of Blue Avenger

Novel Explorations

By: Tonya, Greg, Suzanne, Melanie

Literature Circles

Guided Questions:

1. “If the cause of occasional uncontrolled fits of anger is unknown, does that mean they don’t have a cause?” (Chapter 2)

2. What does it mean to be heroic? Have you or someone you know ever done something heroic? Did it change the way people treated that person? (Chapter 4)

3. How would you solve the problem that Mr. Frazier presented to Blue? (Chapter 6)

4. What events in your life would equal how Blue felt when he learned how to drive? (Chapter 8)

5. Discuss the Appointment in Samara. Why do you think the author included this story in the novel? (Chapter 10)

Student Roles:

Mediator – direct and facilitate the discussion, making sure the guided question is answered and everyone in the circle participates

Artist – visually depict something from the novel (ie. character, scene, setting)

Mind-mapper – in the format of a web, connect events and characters in the novel to real-life experiences

Character and/or Plot “Pro” – focuses on plot development, makes predictions and questions the group about what will happen next in the novel, and/or looks at the actions and development of the characters in the novel

Question-generator – composes interesting questions about the novel.  These cannot be yes/no questions, or questions that can be answered in one word or one line.  The questions should encourage the sharing of thoughts and opinions. 

Writing Response Journal Questions

Chapter 3

If you could choose any name for yourself, other than the name you have, what name would you choose and why? Do you think it is possible that names can change a person’s personality?  What does Blue think?

Chapter 5

Remembering Omaha’s response to the toy gun in the mall, is there an issue that would cause you to act in a similar fashion.  What is it and why? Or if you do not have one, do you think it is truly possible to be extremely passionate about something? Why or why not?

Chapter 7

What problems can you foresee from having someone else write something for you such as an essay, a newspaper article or a personal ad? Do you think that Travis has misled Peaches Calhoun?  Why or why not?

Chapter 9

Have you participated in a scavenger hunt before?  If so, what happened and did you enjoy yourself?  If you had to make a game to keep young children occupied for an hour, what would you have them play?  Do you think this would be an effective game?

Chapter 11

Do you think that people should be held accountable for their actions?  What are your feelings about free will versus predestination (fate)?  Explain. 

Creative Project Ideas

1) With a partner write another chapter for the story The Adventures of Blue Avenger.  The first person writes one paragraph, the second person the next, and so on.  The chapter you write must have flow to it, and a specific ending to the book.  It must be two pages typed (double spaced 12-font).  Your partner and you will share the same mark, except for a self-evaluation.
2) As a project that can be integrated language arts with art individual students will design a mask made of a choice of materials (ie. Paper mache, clay, cardboard etc).  This will address how we all use metaphorical masks in our lives to hind behind.  Students will be asked to present their masks in class and explain why they chose this design.  

3) The main theme of The Adventures of Blue Avenger is the question of whether humans really have free choice in their lives or if everything is controlled by fate or genes. As an end of the unit activity, we would have the students debate this issue. Students would be assigned a side to argue because it is an eye opening experience to argue a different point of view. At least two preparation classes would have to be taken for research and the organization of the argument. The students would be required to fill out a debate sheet that would have a thesis statement, three points to argue, and three counter arguments. The debates would take place in groups of four so that everyone has to participate, but nobody is put  on the spot. Evaluation would be based on participation and the thoughtfulness and thoroughness of the debate sheet.

4) Create a “Blue Avenger” comic strip.  You may use events from the novel in your comic strip, or make up your own situations for Blue to experience.

5) Pretend you are a character from the novel and write a sequence of 7-10 journal entries based on your feelings throughout the events that occurred in the novel.
How Students Will Read Through The Adventures of Blue Avenger

Students will be provided class time for silent reading.  Students will be expected to read a certain number pages by the beginning of the next week, therefore, students will be able to take the book home on a overnight loan basis.  Students will also be required to keep a daily reading log that is to be handed in at the end of the novel study.
