Rome’s Contribution to Civilization

509 B.C.E – 476 C.E.

Pax Romana

· “Roman Peace” – two centuries of peace was the golden age of the Roman Empire when Rome’s influence was at it’s height – 27 B.C.E. to 180 C.E.

Art

· At first Roman’s took ideas from Greeks which idealized the human form

· Later Roman art was more realistic and pleasant

· Beautiful painting to decorate private homes

· Magnificent mosaics including flooring

Architecture

· Used ideas from past cultures and improved on them, eg. Used arches and columns, then improved the arch by inventing the dome

· Introduced concrete…mixture of lime and earth

· Massive structures….eg Colosseum – 3 stories of arches and columns, baths with amazing heating and water systems, forum, circuses (arena), Triumphal Arches (structures…celebrating win)

Trade

· Many articles carried on sea and land, including new things from the East like rice and sugar

Roman Literature

· Completed an alphabet

· Latin language used in Middle Ages and Roman Catholic Church

· Italian, French, Spanish (romance languages) as well as words in other languages based on Latin

Government

· Rome founded and organized a vast Empire, and taught mankind much about the art of government

Technology and Science

· Bridges supported by arches

· Roads designed to last forever, foundations for modern roads

· Aqueducts…canal like stone structures to carry water from reservoirs in the country to the cities, some still standing today

· Collections of scientific and medical information were recorded and used as bases for further study for hundreds of years

· Calendar developed including the names and length of months as well as leap year

Roman Laws

· Under Roman law an accused person was considered innocent until proven guilty

· Judges based their decisions on evidence presented in court following a standard procedure

· Developed a double system of law: Civil Law for Roman citizens and Law of Nations for the claims of foreigners which took into account local customs.  Eventually the two systems merged into one.  Laws provided some protection for women and slaves and set limits on the absolute rights of fathers and husbands

