                                                                                                           The Vikings: DRTA Lesson Plan


The Vikings DRTA Lesson Plan                                  (3 x 40 minute blocks)
	PLO (from Language Arts IRP): It is expected that students will…

	· explain the motivation of the characters in works of communication, providing evidence from the text of each work

	Grade Level: 8
	Grouping: Small groups & Individual

	Timing: 3 x 40 minute blocks; broken down into 1 double block + 1 single block

	Materials: (T) = Teacher (S) = Student

	· (T)(S): “The Viking Raid” from Pathways: Civilizations Through Time, p.3-7
· (T)(S): “The Viking Reputation & Everyday Life Among the Vikings” from Pathways: Civilizations Through Time, p.32-33
· (T)(S): “The Vikings” from The Medieval World, p.28-29
· (S): Venn Diagram & The Case of the Vikings Handout

· (T): DRTA Exercise Sheet for “The Viking Raid”

· (T): Overhead transparencies with photographs of a Viking boat (Pathways, p.31)

· (T): Word List – Activating Vikings Schema


Lesson Introduction                                                                                (25 minutes)
Hook                                                                                                                                (5 minutes)
· Put up the overhead transparency with the photograph of the Vikings boat.  Ask students what the boats could have been used for.

· Then read the following words (from the story and texts) and ask how these words might relate to the boat in the picture:

Ruthless barbarians
Fierce warriors
Battleaxe, swords, shields

Ship builders

Sailors


Robbers, ravage

Introduction of Lesson Objective                                                                                    (7 minutes)
For the Teacher:

Students will be engaging in a DRTA.  At the very beginning of the lesson, the teacher will explain to students that part of the exercise is to see how many different ideas the class can come up with.  Students should all be encouraged to write down whatever predictions they want – they can and should write down all their ideas.  The teacher reads through the text, at the end of chunks the teacher will ask the set of questions to the students, and they are all then to write down their own responses on a sheet of paper.

For the Students (teacher’s explicit directions):

· In the first part of this lesson, you will be making predictions to help you understand the plot of the story.

· After you have read through and answered the questions for the first story, you will then read another text to use for comparison.
· The purpose of this lesson is to learn how to do a “compare and contrast”.  For this activity, we will be specifically using your understanding of a story and relating it to details from other texts.

· I will go through an example of one strategy for doing a compare and contrast using something called a Venn diagram.  After this, you will then do a compare and contrast of your own with the reading material to point out where there are similarities and where there are differences.

· Comparing and contrasting is an important skill to learn because it gives you the ability to look at different perspectives, and use your best judgment to evaluate the world around you.
Activating and assessing background knowledge/schema                                            (13 minutes)
For the teacher:
· Read out the words associated with Vikings (from the story and texts):
Farmers

Fishers

Land

Land owners

Thralls

Woodworkers
Smiths

Artwork


Ask what these words mean to them, (ask for synonyms, antonyms).


Ask how these words contrast or differ with the first set of words (from the Hook).

· Do the first “chunk” introducing the vocabulary words (from “The Viking Raid”):

Monastery

Novice

Pilgrims

Relic

Glancing
Thrall
Activity                                                                                                     (40 minutes)
Students complete the DRTA exercise (see DRTA Exercise Sheet for “The Viking Raid”) and then read “The Viking Reputation & Everyday Life Among the Vikings” and “The Vikings”.
Introduction of New Skill                                                                        (15 minutes)
In the follow-up activity, students will learn how to compare and contrast ideas and different points of view by comparing “The Viking Raid” with “The Viking Reputation & Everyday Life Among the Vikings” and “The Vikings”.
To help support the students, the teacher will model a compare and contrast by creating some examples of Venn diagrams.  Rather than using the same topic example as the students have read, the teacher will use different examples from the students’ everyday lives, chosen by the students.  For example, they could compare and contrast basketball and volleyball (see Teacher-Modeled Example of Compare and Contrast Using a Venn Diagram).
Guided Practice                                                                                       (28 minutes)
The teacher will then make the transition to the Vikings texts and instruct students to create a list of characteristics of the Vikings from the Vikings’ perspective, and characteristics of Vikings from Pippin’s perspective.
Students will be divided into small groups (2-3) to work collaboratively in deciding which characteristics to place in which categories.  Each student will be responsible for creating their own Venn diagram.

Provision for Developmental Abilities

Students of varying ability levels will be grouped together into the small discussion groups for the Venn diagram activity.  Ideally, each group will be organized to have 3 members: 1 higher-ability, 1 medium-ability, 1 lower-ability.

Students will be told that part of their assessment will be based on their participation and the amount of cooperation they demonstrate in their group work.
The following characteristics should be included in the students’ Venn diagram.  The particular grouping and categorizing should be left open to the students’ own interpretations based on their small group discussions.
	From “The Viking Reputation and Everyday Life Among the Vikings” Pathways, p.32-33
	From “The Viking Raid” Pathways, p.3-7

	· farmers, trades people, fishers, some warriors
· from Scandinavia (Norway, Sweden, Denmark)

· no more land, looking for ways to support growing population

· Viking men and women shared the work

· Free Viking women had rights under the law; could own property, divorce spouse, sue in court

· Landowners also owned slaves “thralls”

· skilled woodworkers and smiths
· great artwork
· oral traditions, poetry read by “skalds”
	·  “hoarse voices”

· “long dragon ships”

· “raiding party”

· slaughter monks

· great weapons, eg. battleaxe, long spears, swords
· looting, blazing fires

· drinking wine

· “rough beards”

· laughing at Pippin

· “rowing furiously”

· killed dozens, burned, destroyed, ravaged
· “ferocious sense of purpose”

· “warlike cries”, “shrill screams of agony”

· mercilessly destructive

· ruthless barbarians
· fierce warriors

· robbers, pillagers

	From “The Vikings” The Medieval World, p.28-29
	

	· farmers planted variety of crops: wheat, oats, barley, vegetables

· kept animals: cattle, sheep, pigs, chickens

· enjoyed hunting and fishing

· artists and craft workers produced beautiful objects in metalwork, bone, and stone

· men and women dressed in brightly coloured clothing with decoration and jewelry

· women wore headscarves and an ankle-length dress

· men wore a tunic or shirt over a pair of woolen trousers
· great shipbuilders and sailors
	


Closure                                                                                                       (2 minutes)
At the end of the lesson, students will do a 2-Minute Recap.  In this 2-Minute Recap, each student writes non-stop and lists everything they have learned on a sheet of paper to hand into the teacher before leaving class.  Students should be encouraged to think back to the very beginning of the lesson, the pictures, the content of what they were reading, the reading process they went through, the questions asked, their answers, their follow-up activity, and write everything that comes into their mind.  The emphasis for this part of the lesson is quantity of thoughts not quality of ideas.
Follow-Up Assessment Activity                                                             (Homework)
For the Teacher:
As an additional follow-up activity and method of assessment, students role-play a judge making a ruling on “The Case of the Vikings” and write their decision in a letter to the jury.

“The Case of the Vikings” is a mock-trial which holds Vikings as an entire group of people – all of the seafaring travelers and the Vikings in their homeland – responsible for the destruction and raiding of monasteries and towns across Europe.  The judge’s task is to decide whether Vikings as a group of people are “guilty” or “not-guilty” of being “ruthless barbarians”.

In their report, students are expected to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the different perspectives in this case

· Present supporting details from the texts and Venn diagram

For the Students (teacher’s explicit directions):

See Handout: “Venn Diagram and The Case of the Vikings”
Assessment                                                                                            (class time n/a) 

Students will be assessed on their:

1. 2-Minute Recap (either Complete:10/10, or Incomplete: 0/10)

2. Participation in the class and small group discussions (out of 20)
· Based on the following rubric:

	Score
	Description

	17-20
	Consistent, cooperative, voluntary participation (Exceeds expectations)

	14-16
	Participating when called on (Meets expectations)

	1-13
	Present in class but not participating (Does not meet expectations)

	0
	Absent from class


3. Individual responses to the DRTA questions (out of 30)
· Based on rubric below
4. Individual Venn diagram (out of 30)
· Based on rubric below
	Score
	Description

	26 – 30
	All materials complete, provides consistently insightful DRTA responses, demonstrates keen understanding of important issues, makes highly insightful comparisons and contrasts, demonstrates significant effort to complete work, makes important contributions to group work, always on task

	20 – 25
	All materials complete, DRTA responses show thoughtfulness, demonstrates understanding, makes relevant and insightful comparisons and contrasts, demonstrates effort to complete work, works cooperatively with the group, mostly on task

	16 – 19
	Some responses missing, demonstrates some understanding, some useful comparisons and contrasts, demonstrates little effort to complete work, may not support group work, mostly on task

	1 – 15
	Assignment incomplete, missing responses, no Venn diagram, not on task

	0 (n/a)
	Absent from class


Simple Breakdown of Grade:
2-Minute Recap

  
 /10

Homework assignment
  
 /10

Participation


  
 /20
DRTA responses

  
 /30
Venn Diagram


  
 /30
Total




/100
	Venn Diagram Title:
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The Case of the Vikings

You are a judge and have just been presented with “The Case of the Vikings” which reads as follows:

The Vikings as a group of people are being put on trial for the raiding and destruction of monasteries and towns across Europe.  All Vikings, those who traveled by boat across Europe along with all of the Vikings still in their homelands, will be declared “guilty” or “not-guilty” of being “ruthless barbarians”.

Your task as judge is to make a simple ruling of “guilty” or “not-guilty” – another court will determine the Vikings punishment if there is to be any at all.

Your evidence consists of the Vikings texts, and the compare and contrast Venn diagram on the Vikings.

You will write out your findings in a letter which you plan to read to the jury.

In your letter, be sure to include:

1. Your decision of “Guilty” or “Not Guilty”

2. An explanation of what factors you considered in reaching your decision (be sure to consider both Pippin’s perspective and the Vikings’ own perspective)

3. Supporting evidence from the texts and/or Venn diagram on the Vikings

Teacher-Modeled Example of Compare and Contrast using a Venn Diagram
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	    5-on-5





     	  Ball sport





      Played inside gym





         Played outside





      Can’t run with ball





            VOLLEYBALL





	     White ball


	     6-on-6


	      1 big net


	       1 referee


	       Played to a point 


         total (not time)


       Played on sand      


         outside


         No professional league





BASKETBALL





  Orange ball


  3-on3


  Hoop


  4 quarters


  2 referees


  NBA


  Played on


    cement outside
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