                                                                                   Gr 8 Social Studies Unit Plan: The Middle Ages


	Knights, Castles and the Crusades:

	Defense and Offense in the Middle Ages
	(4 x 40 minute blocks)


	Objectives
	


PLO’s:
Applications of Social Studies: It is expected that students will…
· gather and organize a body of information from primary and secondary print and non-print sources, including electronic sources

· interpret and evaluate a variety of primary and secondary sources

· assess a variety of positions on controversial issues

Society and Culture: Civilizations from 500 to 1600: It is expected that students will…
· identify factors that influence the development and decline of world civilizations

· demonstrate awareness of artistic expression as a reflection of the culture in which it is produced

Politics and Law: Civilizations from 500 to 1600: It is expected that students will…
· assess the impact of contact, conflict, and conquest on civilizations

Economy and Technology: Civilizations from 500 to 1600: It is expected that students will…
· analyse the effect of commerce on trade routes, settlement patterns, and cultural exchanges

· describe the impact of technological innovation and science on political, social, and economic structures

Unit Objectives:
Knowledge: SWBA

· to summarize and explain major themes of the Middle Ages

Skills: SWBA

· to research information from a variety of print and non-print materials including fiction, non-fiction, and electronic media

Dispositions or Attitudes: SWBA

· to understand how people’s actions create history
· to understand some motives for war
	Description of Activities
	


In this lesson, students will be presented with a “modern” framework for looking at Knights and The Crusades.  A comparison will be made to current everyday situations that can draw parallels looking at castle battles as a form of defense, and the Crusades as a form of offense.
Students will be shown photographs and diagrams of castles, and will learn to understand what purpose castles served, and how these fortresses emerged in response to conflicts as a form of “Medieval Defense”.  Activities during this part of the lesson will be designed to be fun and hands-on; students will design their own castles and make a report describing its various defenses.  They will also make journal entries describing their view of the castle from their perspective in the feudal role-play game.
Students will also be introduced to Knighthood and chivalry.  They will read a fictional short story about a squire becoming a knight, in addition to reading historical texts and artwork that depicts knights, their armor, and coat of arms in medieval times.  They will come to understand the role of protector that knights served at home, the knights’ code of chivalry, and the duties knights served.  In groups, students will create their own Code of Conduct from their perspective in the role-play feudal game lesson by outlining what duties they want their knight to abide by to protect their interests from their position in the feudal society.
A segue will then be made to the Crusades as a form of “Medieval Offense”.  Students will begin looking at the offense, or the Crusades, by first working through a critical thinking challenge, “Religious self-sacrifice” (p.35-40) from Critical Challenges in Social Studies for Junior High Students, edited by Roland Case, LeRoi Daniels, and Phyllis Schwartz.  This activity introduces the idea of religious fanaticism, principled deaths, and martyrdom, and includes activities that connect martyrdom to the Crusades.
	Assessment Strategies
	


For this lesson, students will be assessed on:
1. Castle Project (out of 20)

· designing/drawing their own castle

· report on the defenses of the castle

2. Journal entries (out of 30)

· life in the Kingdom of the Castle from their perspective in the feudal role-play

· Knight’s Code of Conduct from their perspective in the feudal role-play

3. Critical Challenge (out of 30)

· worksheets from the critical challenge and follow-up activities

4. Participation (out of 20)

· participation in group activities and in class discussions
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