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Heraldry and the Coat of Arms
Heraldry was a system used by medieval knights to identify themselves.  In the society of the Middle Ages where very few people could read, any form of badge or emblem was very important.  Heraldry took form in different ways with unique designs on shields, flags, and even helmets.  As a form of identification, heraldry on the battlefield helped knights distinguish their allies from their enemies.  Decorative figures called crests, made of a type of hardened leather treated with wax, were also put on the top of the knight’s helmet.  Also, noblemen hung flags on their castles that displayed the same symbols as on their shields so that strangers to their land could immediately tell who the local lord was.  Beyond the battlefield, a lord’s servants wore their noble’s badge to immediately identify who they served.  

In the Middle Ages there were people called heralds who worked as messengers and criers for kings and great nobles.  Heralds controlled heraldry to ensure that there were no duplicates.  They listed all the knights who were vassals of the lord and painted the coat of arms on long scrolls for record.  These designs were called the coat of arms because they were often stitched onto the long cloth coats that the knights wore over their armor to protect against the sun, especially during the Crusades (where knights would spend many hours under the hot sun).

Heraldry identified who the knight was, what family he came from and what the background of that family was.  The painted design on the shield was called the escutcheon (pronounced: is-kuh’-chun).  The shields would have two parts: (1) the background, called the field, and (2) the design painted over it called the charge.  Early charges were simple: a cross, stripe, chevron (a “V” shape), animal, plant, weapon, or other familiar image.  Charges were always designed with a purpose – different designs held different meanings (see the reverse side for some of the meanings).  Two emblems side by side were called impaled.  Four small designs on one shield were called quartered.

The coats of arms were passed from father to son, and when there was no male heir the daughter became the heraldic heiress.  If a noble girl married, her father’s coat of arms was joined to her husband’s and their children showed both coats.  Over time, the coats of arms of parents and grandparents and grand grandparents were displayed on a single shield.  This was known as multiple quartering.
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Things to Remember in Heraldic Design
Colour Rule
In heraldry, colours are called tinctures.  The colours used are red, blue, green, black, and purple.  Heraldic colours are deep-toned, not pastel, so they are easy to see at a distance.

White and yellow are also used, but they are not considered tinctures because they represent the metals silver and gold.

There are some rules: (1) white and yellow must never touch, and (2) white or yellow must separate every other colour.  That is, two metals must never touch each other, and neither may two tinctures.
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By using the shine of metals to separate the colours, the design of the coat of arms stands out and can be identified at a distance.  This helped make sure armed men could be easily identified in the battle field.

Symbolism of Coat of Arms Designs
(1) Admired qualities – The lion is used to show strength, the eagle for power, the stag (deer) for speed, the wolf for fierceness.  Castles show security and strength, and battle-axes show power and might.

(2) Country symbols – Many countries are connected with a particular image: the United States with the bald eagle, Canada with the beaver, France with the fleur-de-lis or lily, and England with the lion.

(3) Place in family – Sons showed their place in the family with the mark of cadency at the centre top of the shield:
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Oldest child: white badge shaped like a bridge
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Second child: crescent sitting on its back

Third child: mullet (spur)
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Fourth child: martlet (a small bird)
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Fifth child: annulet (ring)
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Sixth child: fleur-de-lis or lily
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Heraldry and Coat of Arms
1. Introduction

a. Inquiry:

i. Get whole class to draw a logo on their own paper without any words, share with their partner, partner has to guess what the logo is.

ii. Get some volunteers to draw their logos on the overhead (get a few volunteers with different logos), get the class to try to decide what the logo is.

iii. Draw some logos (Nike, Addidas, Chevrolet, Honda…) ask, “What are these?”
b. Where else do you see logos? (Draw a Canucks logo)

i. What does the Canucks logo represent?  (the team, the people and organization, but also Vancouver)

ii. Why do we have different logos for different teams? (for identification)

iii. What are other ways that you can distinguish between teams? (colour)

iv. In what other ways do we use pictures and designs to represent people or places? (Draw a Canada flag, draw the Citadel logo)
v. What is the benefit of using pictures, designs, different colours? (easy to distinguish right away, don’t have to speak a particular language, don’t have to be able to read)

vi. What is the relevance of the particular images? (Maple leaf, stars on the US flag, orca on Canucks logo)

c. Make connection to Middle Ages

i. Talk about war movies (Black Hawk Down, Navy Seals…anything where the soldiers show their flags, UN with the colour blue…using flags and colours to identify themselves)
ii. Boats in open water with flags to show where they are from

iii. Imagine you are a knight in the Middle Ages.  You suit up into your armour, get onto your horse, charge into the battle…How would you know who is on your side and who isn’t?

iv. Heraldry and Coat of Arms

2. Hand out Write-up (same as overhead)

a. Read out loud
i. emphasize the importance of identification & family background
ii. talk about own family, what might be on my shield if I were a knight in the Middle Ages (Liem = Two Trees/forest)

b. Read back side: symbols, give example of what my shield would look like (crescent, eagle, castle, maple leaf, two trees)

3. Hand out heraldic shield template

a. Work on shields

4. Students who finish work on their Middle Ages title page
