                                                                                         Gr 8 Social Studies Unit Plan: The Middle Ages


	Farming & Food, Towns & Trade
	(4 x 40 minute blocks)


	Objectives
	


PLO’s:
Applications of Social Studies: It is expected that students will…
· gather and organize a body of information from primary and secondary print and non-print sources, including electronic sources

· interpret and evaluate a variety of primary and secondary sources

Society and Culture: Civilizations from 500 to 1600: It is expected that students will…
· describe how societies preserve identity, transmit culture, and adapt to change

Economy and Technology: Civilizations from 500 to 1600: It is expected that students will…
· compare basic economic systems and different forms of exchange

· analyse the effect of commerce on trade routes, settlement patterns, and cultural exchanges

· compare the changing nature of labour in rural and urban environments

· describe the impact of technological innovation and science on political, social, and economic structures

Environment: Civilizations from 500 to 1600: It is expected that students will…
· construct, interpret, and use graphs, tables, grids, scales, legends, and various types of maps
· describe how physical geography influenced patterns of settlement, trade, and exploration

· analyse how people interacted with and altered their environments, in terms of population, settlement patterns, resource use, cultural development

Unit Objectives:
Knowledge: SWBA

· to summarize and explain major themes of the Middle Ages

· to describe the different people and daily life of the Middle Ages
Skills: SWBA

· to research information from a variety of print and non-print materials including fiction, non-fiction, and electronic media

· to research information from a variety of print and non-print materials including fiction, non-fiction, and electronic media
· to work independently and collaboratively on a variety of tasks
Dispositions or Attitudes: SWBA

· to understand how people’s actions create history
· to understand ways in which people’s actions in history are often mirrored in the future
	Description of Activities
	


In this lesson, students will come to understand farming and food in the Middle Ages from a “systems” approach.  They will read through texts and look at pictures describing the different farming practices, the role of serfs on the farm, and some of the typical farming practices (ex. 3-fields approach).  The idea of self-subsistence will be emphasized and will be compared to modern examples of growing your own vegetable gardens.  Students will then attempt to make a poster in groups that demonstrates the cycles of farming from a systems approach (i.e. how the different variables are interconnected).

This will be followed up by making an analogous poster that shows the food production “system” for one of their self-chosen favorite foods from today.  For this activity, students will need to research the steps and cycles in the production of their favorite food.  It is expected that most students will find that their food is not typically produced on a self-subsistence type farm. Rather, that at some point in the production of this food, there is some degree of trade of goods.  This trade will then connect to the next theme of towns and trade.
For this portion of the lesson, students will read about the development of markets and subsequent production, guilds, and trade.  Using information from texts and maps, the task for students will be to make maps of various trade patterns during the Middle Ages.  Students will also have to conduct research to make similar maps of current patterns of trade and exchange of goods today.  Based on these maps, students will write a report pointing out similarities, differences, and any reasons for why the trade patterns developed as they did (influence of physical geography, social/political/religious events).
	Assessment Strategies
	


For this lesson, students will be assessed on:
1. Farm and Food – Systems Posters & Report (out of 35)

· poster diagramming the cycle/systems of self-subsistence farming
· brief report on farm and food in Medieval times
· poster & report on food production in modern day

2. Towns and Trade – Maps & Report (out of 35)

· student-created maps of trade patterns during the Middle Ages

· student-created maps of trade patterns in modern day

· compare & contrast report, and reasons for emergence of particular trade routes (with supporting evidence based on physical geography and social/political/religious events)

3. Journal entries (out of 20)

· visiting the farm (or their job on the farm) from their perspective in the feudal role-play
· looking at markets, towns, and trade from their perspective in the feudal role-play
4. Participation (out of 10)

· participation in group activities and in class discussions
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