K Maciag


I am developing a research project for a grade seven classroom to coincide with their learning of ancient civilizations (Egypt in particular).    The class will have already studied the ancient civilization of Mesopotamia.  The project will be assigned more than halfway through a unit on ancient Egypt.  In the unit on Ancient Egypt we will have looked at the geography of the civilization.  Reference will be made to the importance of the Nile River basin.  We will have explored daily life for both average and wealthy citizens: employment, family structure, gender roles, and the importance of religion.  Further, we will have studied forms of cultural expression: dress (costumes, makeup, jewelry) and writing (hieroglyphics).  This follows with a look at the system of government in ancient Egypt upon which the research project will be centered. 

My rationale:

In this research project, students will be asked to investigate the contributions and legacy of a particular Pharaoh.  Students must describe how the leader enforced their authority on the Egyptian people.  I have chosen Ancient Egypt as the unit in which to insert a research project primarily due to the vast quantities of resources available for my students.  Further, of all ancient civilizations, Egypt continues today to captivate people and I wanted to take advantage of this.  I have chosen five Pharaoh’s: Khufu, Hatshepsut, Akhenaten, Tutankhamun, and Rames II.  These five leaders all made great impressions on society (past & present).  Students will be randomly assigned one leader to research.  In fashioning this assignment my main focus is that my students look deeply at a figure from ancient Egypt and think, ‘why was this person important?’  ‘Why do we remember this person and this civilization today?’ In answering these questions we look at what this civilization has left for future civilizations (their legacy).  Their legacy involves having large settlements, structured society, and great works (pyramids, monuments, temples).  I choose Egypt as it is the one ancient civilization wherein we can visually see the great works that these ancient leaders achieved.  For example, looking at Khufu, he built the largest pyramid at Giza.  He is remembered today for that contribution but if you study him he was considered a cruel leader, enforcing his people into slavery to construct this great work.  Or take the example of Tutankhamun, he was considered a fair and noble leader.  He made no really great contributions, however his tomb in modern society was found still sealed.  It was filled with great riches that have served to depict the wealth and prosperity of Ancient Egypt.  Would Tut have wanted to be remembered for his famous riches or for his excellent and peaceful rule?  I want to get my students thinking about what these leaders wanted to achieve and what lengths they would go to make their goals a reality.

 This research will center on daily life of the citizens during their Pharaoh’s reign and on contributions made to society (examples could be taken from: architecture/art, religion, law).  I want students to think critically and form an opinion (and back it up) on whether the leader was self-serving (out for personal glory) or whether the leader was honorable (looking out for their subject’s best interests).  In conclusion, students will determine what they feel the legacy of their Pharaoh is.  What mark have they left on modern society?  Is it the mark they intended to leave behind?  


After the research projects have been submitted and marked, I will compile the student’s findings in the form of a handout.  The last lesson in this unit has been left open to discuss the different styles of rule and the various legacies of each Pharaoh in question.  To conclude it leads to a discussion on the legacy of civilizations (structured society, great works, etc.).  

The Prescribed Learning Outcomes of this research project are as follows:

1. Gather and record a body of information from primary archaeological and historical evidence and secondary print, non-print, and electronic sources.

2. Compare ways in which ancient governments used power and authority. [In this case several governments within the same ancient civilization]

3.  Describe ways cultures have sought to preserve identity and adapt to change. [Through the Pharaoh’s contributions to society, particularly with respect to architecture e.g. Pyramids, monuments, etc.]

My objectives for this research project are as follows:

1. Students will be able to gather information from print and electronic sources to research a topic.

2. Students will be able to record their ‘findings’ in their own words and record sources on a handout provided to them.

3. Students will be able to keep track of resources used (books, websites) through the use of a bibliography.

4. Students will gain a deeper understanding of the power and authority that was at the Pharaoh’s disposal.

5. Students will be able to identify the legacy (definition: something that one generation leaves for those who follow) of ancient Egypt through the contributions of its leaders.

6. Students will form an opinion and be able to defend it based on what they learn in their research.

With respect to special considerations I’ve made in fashioning this research project, I have taken socioeconomic factors into consideration.  The school I am placed at is in a mid to low socioeconomic neighborhood.  As such, I am unsure whether all students have access to computers at home.  Therefore sufficient time will be given to students to complete the project at school in the library and computer lab adjacent to the library.  I will also accept handwritten projects as long as they are double-spaced and legible (as stated in the actual assignment).  

I have also tried to make concessions for my students with learning disabilities.  I have provided a sheet of websites for students to gather research from for a variety of reasons.  One reason was to guide students with learning disabilities directly to important information.  Another was to limit and ensure quality web sites for my students as the Internet is filled with as much bad information as it is filled with good information.
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Legacy of a Pharaoh

As you know, we are nearing the end of our unit on Ancient Egypt.  I have composed a research project (to be done individually) to finish off this unit.  You will have the next three class periods, either in the library or the adjacent computer lab in which to conduct your research.  The finished product is due the following Monday.  Once I have had a chance to read your research papers, I will compile your findings into a handout.  We will then discuss your findings as a class. 

Objectives for this research project are as follows:

7. Students will be able to gather information from print and electronic sources to research a topic.

8. Students will be able to record their ‘findings’ in their own words and record sources on a handout provided to them.

9. Students will be able to keep track of resources used (books, websites) through the use of a bibliography.

10. Students will gain a deeper understanding of the power and authority that was at a particular Pharaoh’s disposal.

11. Students will formulate an opinion and back it up with their research.

12. Students will be able to identify the legacy (definition: something that one generation leaves for those who follow) of ancient Egypt through the contributions of its leader.

What are you researching?

· I have randomly selected an Egyptian Pharaoh for you to research.  Choices were: Khufu, Hatshepsut, Akhenaten, Tutankhamun, Rames II.
· In your introduction, this information must be included:

· Who are you researching?

· When did they rule? (Note the start and end of their reign)

· Where in Egypt did they live?

· Why are you studying this person?  (I’ll give you a hint: You are trying to determine whether the Pharaoh used their power to do good for their citizens or if they used their power to make a name for themselves?  Also, you want to learn if your Pharaoh made any great contributions to Egyptian society.)

· In the body of your report, you must provide information on at least four of the following:
· What was life like for the citizens of Ancient Egypt during their rule?
· What was the role of religion during their reign?
· Was there controversy in their succession to the throne?
· Is there any scandal associated with your Pharaoh?  What is it?
· How and when did they die?
· What were their contributions to art and architecture (did they build or create any great works)?
· What were their contributions to religion (did they make changes to accepted religious practices)?
· Is there evidence that your Pharaoh was a fair ruler? Or a tyrant?  
· Is there evidence of record keeping during the reign of your Pharaoh?
· In the conclusion of your report you must include:

· Your opinion on whether the Pharaoh was self-serving (out for personal glory) or whether the leader was honorable (looking out for their subject’s best interests).  You must state 2 reasons for your opinion.  I will give you a handout to help you with this.
· What do you feel the legacy of your Pharaoh is? What mark have they left on modern society?  Is it the mark they intended to leave behind?  

What is expected?

· A research paper of 3-4 pages on your Pharaoh.  The format outlined above must be followed.

· You must use at least 4 sources.  Two must be print sources (books, encyclopedias).  Two must be Internet sources. A handout of accurate and acceptable web sites will be given to you.  Please choose from this list.

· All rough notes must be conducted on the note-taking handout(s) provided.  These are to be handed in along with your paper.  NOTE: I will check to make sure you have used your own words – NO PLAGERISM.

· Report must be written in complete sentences and proper paragraphs.  No point form.  Remember to watch your spelling and use of grammar.

· Your report can be typed or handwritten in pen.  If handwritten, I must be able to read it and it must be double-spaced.

· You have three class periods to complete the assignment.  Rough notes and your opinion handouts must be completed by the end of the third period.  I want to sign your handouts at the end of the third period.  You may complete the assignment at home but the research must be collected and recorded on your handouts at school.  

· Your paper must include a title page and a bibliography.

I will give you a criteria sheet so you may see how I will be marking this assignment.  Please read it and make sure you have included everything I am looking for.  

GOOD LUCK!  I am available if you need help or have any questions.
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Websites that you may use:

Ancient Egypt:  

· http://www.pbs.org/wnet/pharaohs/index.html

· http://www.landofthepharaohs.net/contents.html

· http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/

Khufu:

· http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/khufu.htm

· http://www.neferchichi.com/khufu.html

· http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/pyramid/explore/khufustory.html

Ramses II:

· http://touregypt.net/featurestories/ramesses2intro.htm

· http://www.neferchichi.com/ramses2.html

· http://www.thepharaohs.net/pharaohs/RamsesII.cfm

Tutankhamun:

· http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/tut.htm

· http://www.neferchichi.com/tutankhamun.html

· http://www.thepharaohs.net/pharaohs/king_tut.cfm 

Akhenaten:

· http://www.touregypt.net/18dyn10.htm

· http://www.neferchichi.com/akhenaten.html

· http://www.thepharaohs.net/pharaohs/Akhenaton.cfm
Hatshepsut:

· http://touregypt.net/historicalessays/hatshepsut.htm

· http://www.neferchichi.com/hatshepsut.html

· http://www.expage.com/womenofegypt

Miss Maciag’s Grade Seven

Ancient Egypt Research Project
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This form outlines how I will mark your research project.  Please refer to this form to ensure you have completed all tasks properly and efficiently.

The main purposes I list here are what I want you to learn from this project:

1.) For you to be able to conduct research on a topic.  Further to use the information you learn to answer questions on a topic.

2.) For you to formulate an opinion and to give reasons why you came to have that opinion.

3.) To learn more about leaders and forms of government in an ancient civilization.

You will be marked as follows:

Gathering Research & Taking Notes  

· You gathered information from at least 4 sources.                                      / 4

· You have properly filled in your note-taking sheet(s) and 

your opinion sheet.                                                                                       / 2        


· Your notes answer all required questions.                                                    / 8

· Your opinion sheet is completed.                                                                 / 1

· Your notes are in your own words (not copied from the source).                / 1

· You have recorded where you got the information from on your

note-taking sheet.                                                                                          / 1

· I checked and signed your note-taking form and opinion form

      at the end of the third class period.                                                               / 2






















        Total     / 19


Actual Report

· You followed the format (introduction, body, conclusion) laid out in the assignment.                                                                                                     / 3

· You answered the required questions in the introduction of the report.        / 4

· You answered four questions in the body of the report.                                / 4

· You answered the required questions in the conclusion of the report.          / 4

· You stated an opinion in your conclusion.                                                    / 1

· You backed up your opinion with at least two reasons.                                 / 2

                                                                                                                      Total    / 18

Other Marks

· You have included a title page and bibliography.                                      / 5

· Is your paper 3-4 pages in length?                                                              / 1

· Is your paper double-spaced and typed or written (neatly) in pen?            / 2

· You have used good sentence structure and proper paragraphs.                / 2

· You paid attention to spelling and grammar.                                              / 5

                                                                                                             Total     / 15 

Research Project Total:        / 52

Unit Mark:        / 20

Teacher’s Comments:

