Title:  DRTA for a Roman Legend, Remus and Romulus.

Learning Outcome:

· To locate and interpret details in print and non-print media to gather information and build understanding.
Materials: 

· OHT’s of the legend (divided into blocks).
· Questions to ask the students as they read each block.
· Copies of the legend for the students (to aid in their assignments after the legend is read as a class from the OHT).
· Worksheets for the students.
· Depending on the activity: pens, pencils, markers, paper.
Grade Level:

· Grade 6/7 integrated Language Arts and Social Studies (Ancient Civilizations).

Grouping:

· Each block of the story is read (silently) as a class.  

· Questions are posed to the whole class.  

· Assignments are to be completed individually.

Lesson Body:

· Introduction:

· Hook: 

· An image taken from the story will be placed on the overhead accompanied by the question – What is a legend?  Discuss.
· Lesson Objective:

· Students will be able to make predictions and answer questions about the text.
· Students will be able to form their own interpretations on an ancient legend.
· Background Knowledge:

· This lesson fits into our unit on Ancient Rome.  We have already looked at the geography and climate of the region.  While reading this legend see if you can make inferences about the culture and/or way of life of the early inhabitants of this region.
· Instructions:

· I will place a short passage of the text on the overhead.  Please read the selection quietly to yourself.  When you are finished reading raise your hand.
· When everyone is done reading I will ask you a series of questions.  I want you to try and guess what is happening and to use the text (where possible) to back up your answers.  There are no wrong answers here.
· As we read the passages and answer the questions as a class you will be able to gauge how correct your predictions are.
Closure:

· As a class we will recap what we know about legends and discuss the outcome of this particular legend.  Students will be asked, “Do you think there is any truth in legends?”  “How do legends survive?”
Assessment:

· To further assess their comprehension, students will be given individual assignments based on what they have just read.  (Worksheets are attached)
· L.A.G.

· Students will be asked to illustrate a scene from the legend.
· M.A.G.

· Students will be asked to re-write the ending of the legend.
· H.A.G.

· Students will be asked to write a legend that outlines the start of their own community.

	Rubric: (out of 12)
	Exceeds Expectations

4
	Fully Meets Expectations

3
	Minimally Meets Expectations

2
	Not Yet Within Expectations

1

	Student draws ideas and details from the legend Romulus and Remus.
	
	
	
	

	Student shows comprehension of the legend. 
	
	
	
	

	Student makes connections between the legend, Romulus and Remus, and their assignments (either in a drawing or in written work).   
	
	
	
	


Teacher Comments:

Provision for diverse learners:

· Students with learning difficulties will be given a copy of the legend prior to taking it up in class.  This will allow them more time to familiarize themselves with the text and to ask questions about the vocabulary.

Romulus and Remus Assignment

Illustrate a scene from the legend, Romulus and Remus.  Work is to be done in colour.

Title:


Brief description of the scene:

Romulus and Remus Assignment

Re-read the legend, Romulus and Remus.  Afterwards, in a paragraph, rewrite the ending of the legend.  Your ending must start with the line, “A fight broke out, with picks and shovels,” and fit with the rest of the story.  Use complete sentences and proper grammar and spelling.

	A fight broke out, with picks and shovels…

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Romulus and Remus Assignment – Evaluation Form

**Please read this to see how you will be evaluated**

	Rubric: (out of 12)
	Exceeds Expectations

4
	Fully Meets Expectations

3
	Minimally Meets Expectations

2
	Not Yet Within Expectations

1

	Student uses ideas and details from the legend Romulus and Remus.
	
	
	
	

	Student shows comprehension of the legend. 
	
	
	
	

	Student makes connections between the legend, Romulus and Remus, and their assignments (either in a drawing or in written work).   
	
	
	
	


Comments:

Romulus and Remus Assignment

Re-read the legend, Romulus and Remus.  Afterwards, in one page, write a legend that outlines the start of your own community.  Use the legend, Romulus and Remus, as a guide.  Make sure to use complete sentences and proper grammar and spelling.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Romulus and Remus

1. Long ago, a wicked king named Amulius ruled over the city of Alba Longa.  He had stolen the throne from his elder brother, Numitor, who fled to the hills and hid among the shepherds and herdsmen.  Amulius killed Numitor’s two sons and forced Numitor’s daughter to become a priestess. 

2. That way, she would never marry and have children who might take revenge for their grandfather.  Nevertheless, one day Amulius was furious to hear that his niece had given birth to twin boys.  She claimed that their father was Mars, the god of war, who had visited her one night in a dream. 

Amulius did not believe her and ordered the two boys to be drowned.  His servants set the babies afloat on the River Tiber in a reed basket.  They drifted towards the Palatine Hill, and finally came to rest under a fig tree.  A she-wolf came across the babies, attracted to their crying.  

3. Instead of killing and eating them, she looked after the boys, feeding them with her own milk.  Soon after, an old shepherd called Faustulus was watching his flock when he noticed the fresh tracks of the wolf.  Taking his spear, he set off to find the animal and kill it.  To his amazement, he found the baby boys, along with the she-wolf, who was licking them clean with her tongue.

Faustulus took the babies home with him and showed them to his wife, Laurentia. 

4. The old shepherd and his wife had no children of their own, although they had always longed for some.  So the couple decided they would bring up the boys themselves, and named them Romulus and Remus.

The twins grew up amoung the shepherds and herdsmen of the hills by the River Tiber.  As they got older, they showed by their strength and cleverness that they were born leaders.  The other boys all respected and looked up to them.

One day, a quarrel broke out between the twins and some herdsmen looking after the flocks belonging to Numitor.  The herdsmen accused the twins of stealing cattle.  There was a fight, and, in the scuffle, Remus was taken prisoner.  Numitor was puzzled when he met Remus.  Something was strangely familiar about him.

5. When Remus told Numitor his age and that he had a twin brother, the old man realized that he was talking to his own grandson!  He was overjoyed.  He told the twins who they really were, and how his wicked brother had wanted them dead.

Romulus and Remus agreed to help their grandfather get back the throne of Alba Longa.  They led a surprise attack on Amulius, killing him in his palace.  Numitor was then welcomed back by the people of Alba Longa as the rightful king.  The twins were now princes in Alba Longa.  But they were not happy there.  

6. They missed the hills on the River Tiber where they had grown up.  Eventually, they decided to go back there to found a city of their own.  Once they had reached the Tiber, the twins began to argue about where the city should be built.  Remus said it should be built on the Aventine Hill, but Romulus said they should choose the Palantine Hill, where they had been found by the she-wolf.

7. At last, the brothers decided to ask the gods to settle the question.  Each of them stood on his favorite hill and watched the sky for birds, signs from the gods.  Soon a group of vultures began to circle high up in the air.  Six of them flew over Remus, who shouted, “Look! The gods have chosen me!”

But then twelve vultures flew over Romulus.  Romulus began to mark out the boundary line of the city, and his followers started digging a deep trench.  Remus watched with growing anger.  

8. He began to shout insults at his brother.  For a while, Romulus ignored his brother’s taunts, but when Remus and his followers started to jump over the boundary line, Romulus lost his temper.  A fight broke out, with picks and shovels.  Remus was killed.

9. Instead of showing sadness at his brother’s death, Romulus just said grimly, “That’s what will happen to anyone who tries to jump over my city walls!”

The new city was given the name of Rome, in honour of Romulus.  He proved to be a wise king, and ruled over his people for thirty-eight years.

One day, while King Romulus was watching his soldiers’ parade on the Field of Mars, there was a sudden thunderstorm.  A thick black cloud wrapped itself around him and, in a flash of lightening, he disappeared.  The Romans said that their founder had gone to join his father Mars, up in the heavens.

Source: Chrisp, Peter. (1994) Journey into Civilization: The Romans.  New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 25-29.

Romulus and Remus – DRTA Questions 

(Note: students will be asked these questions after each block has been read to gauge comprehension.)

Title

· Who are Romulus and Remus?

· What do you think this legend is about?
Block 1

· What kind of person is Amulius? What kind of person is Numitor? 

· Why does Amulius spare Numitor’s daughter?

· What is a priestess?

Block 2

· What is a she-wolf?

· What do you think the she-wolf does with the twins?

Block 3

· Were your predictions about the she-wolf correct?

· What is your impression of Faustulus?  Is he a good man?

· What happens to the twins?

Block 4

· Were the twins happy with Faustulus and Laurentia?  Why or why not?

· Do you think the twins stole cattle?

· Why does Numitor find Remus familiar?

Block 5

· The twins are now royalty in Alba Longa.  Why do you think they are not happy?

Block 6

· Who do you think has picked the best site for a city?  Why?

· How do you think the twins will decide?

Block 7

· Why is Remus angry?

· Was the decision method fair?  Why or why not?

· What do you think happens now?
Block 8

· Was your prediction correct?

· Was Remus’ death an accident?

· How do you think Romulus feels?  

Block 9

· What do you think of the ending?

· Why do you think Romulus disappears?
